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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This document is a Final Office Action on the merits. This action is responsive 
to the following communications: Response to Office Action, which was filed on March 
1,2006. 

2. Claims 1-17 are currently pending in the case, with claims 1 , 9, and 10 being the 
independent claims. 

3. Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 1 2, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. Applicants have amended claim 9, which 
obviates the rejection. Accordingly, the rejections are withdrawn 

4. Claims 9 and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The Applicants have appropriately amended the claims to 
make them independent claims and have obviated the rejection. Accordingly, the 
rejections are withdrawn. 

5. Claim 2 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention, specifically in not being further limiting of its independent 
claim. Upon consideration of Applicants' arguments that claim 1 is limited to the 
"selection" of a "file format profile," and that claim 2 is limited to the "creation" of a "file 
format profile," the rejection withdrawn. 
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6. Claim 1-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as lacking patentable utility. 
Applicants have amended claim 9, which obviates the rejection. Accordingly, the 
rejections are withdrawn. 

7. Claims 9 and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 , as improper hybrid claims. 
The Applicants have appropriately amended the claims to make them independent 
claims and have obviated the rejection. Accordingly, the rejections are withdrawn. 

8. Claims 1-17 are rejected. 

Claims Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Khoyi, et al. (U.S. Patent 5,303,379) [hereinafter "Khoyi"]. 

Regarding independent claim 1 as currently amended, Khoyi states: 

A method for formatting a plurality of source text files to be imported into a 
spreadsheet file comprising the steps of: 
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a) selecting a file format profile to be associated to each of the plurality of 
source text files, the plurality of file format profile including at least one identifier 
with a corresponding formatting instruction; 

(See, Khoyi, col. 13, lines 36-37, stating: "Document objects represent text and 
associated formatting information." See also, Khoyi, col. 73, line 1 1 through col. 74, 
lines 2, teaching functions for text handling, including to set attributes and change fonts. 
See also, Khoyi, col. 27, lines 20-36, teaching a resource file with a customization file 
with a customization ID and a resource file with a customization ID.) 

b) creating a source-format link between the plurality of source text files 
and the selected plurality of file format profiles; 

c) importing the plurality of source text files into the spreadsheet file; 

d) creating a location link between the imported plurality of source text 
files and their locations into the spreadsheet file; and 

(See, Khoyi, col. 13 line 32 through col. 22, line 15, teaching "encapsulation" and 
"linking," whereby text to be incorporated in an object of a different data type, 
specifically including a spreadsheet, is incorporated via links between the text and "link 
markers" within the other data type.") 

e) applying the selected plurality of file format profiles to the imported 
plurality of source text files by using the source-format link and the location link. 

(See, Khoyi, col. 19, lines 50-51, stating: "Linking makes data from a child object 
appear in a parent object.") 
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Regarding dependent claim 2, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1 further comprising before step a) a step of creating 

at least one file format profile including at least one identifier with a 

corresponding formatting instruction. 
(See, Khoyi, col. 27, lines 20-36 teaching a customization table including combinations 
of resource ID, resource file, and customization ID.) 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 2 further comprising a step of storing the created at 
least one file format profile into a file format profile database. 
(See, Khoyi, col. 60, lines 5-37, teaching the creation of a User Profile to store the 
customized version of a resource.) 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1 further comprising after step a) the step of 
modifying the selected file format profile. 
(See, Khoyi, cok 19, lines 50-53, teaching modification of the file format profile as a 
child object. See also, Khoyi, col. 73, lines 19-25, teaching a set attributes function to 
edit text attributes.) 
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Regarding dependent claim 5, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 4 further comprising a step of storing the modified 
selected file format profile into the file format profile database. 
(See, Khoyi, col. 60, lines 5-37, teaching the creation of a User Profile to store the 
customized version of a resource. See also, Khoyi, col. 60, lines 5-37, teaching the 
creation of a User Profile to store the customized version of a resource.) 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1 further comprising after step d) a step of storing the 
location link into a spreadsheet user profile database. 
(See, Khoyi, col. 19, line 45 through col. 22, line 15, teaching linking. See also, Khoyi, 
Figure 5, and col. 30 line 34 through col. 31, line 19, teaching a link table.) 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1 wherein the spreadsheet file is created by a 
spreadsheet program. 
(It is inherent that a spreadsheet file in an electronic document is created by a 
spreadsheet program. See, Khoyi, col. 13, line 44 and col. 14, line 11, teaching 
spreadsheet programs.) 
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Regarding dependent claim 8, Khoyi states: 

* 

77?e method of claim 1 further comprising after step e) a step of deleting 
the location link. 

(See, Khoyi, col. 31, lines 12-15, teaching "Delete Flag" to delete a link.) 
Regarding dependent claim 9, as currently amended: 

(Claim 9 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 1 and is 
rejected along the same rationale.) 

Regarding dependent claim 10, as currently amended: 

(Claim 10 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 1 and is 
rejected along the same rationale.) 

Regarding dependent claim 1 1 , Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of source text files 
have a specific format. 
(See, Khoyi, col. 41, lines 6-20, teaching that the formatting of multiple files may be 
examined and those which do not match the target format may be "partially or 
completely converted.") 
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Regarding dependent claim 12, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one identifier generates an 
action in the spreadsheet file. 

(It is noted that an "identifier" is disclosed in the application within the context of 
identifying a source file format with formatting instructions for formatting on importation 
of the a file. See, disclosure, page 3, lines 12-25. See, Khoyi, col. 41, lines 6-20, 
teaching that the formatting of multiple files may be examined and those which do not 
match the target format may be "partially or completely converted." In that the format is 

i 

identified by the invention in Khoyi, and that an action results in the partial or complete 
conversion of a file, it is inherent that there exist an identifier generating the action.) 

Regarding dependent claim 1 3, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one identifier further 

comprises a plurality of identifiers, wherein each identifier generates a unique 

action in the spreadsheet file. 
(It is noted that an "identifier" is disclosed in the application within the context of 
identifying a source file format with formatting instructions for formatting on importation 
of the a file. See, disclosure, page 3, lines 12-25. See, Khoyi, col. 41, lines 6-20, 
teaching that the formatting of multiple files may be examined and those which do not 
match the target format may be "partially or completely converted." In that the format is 
identified by the invention in Khoyi, and that an action results in the partial or complete 
conversion of a file, it is inherent that there exist an identifier generating the action. The 
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plurality of identifiers are inherent in the stated function of identifying a variety of source 
formats. See, Khoyi, col. 41, lines 6-20.) 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the location link further comprises a 
directory path to the source text files; and 

the location link contains a related location and a size of each of the 
imported plurality of source text files. 
(See, Khoyi, figure 6-9, and col. 40, line 30 through col. 32, line 34, teaching a directory 
path to the source files, and location links including the size of the imported plurality of 
source text files.) 

Regarding dependent claim 15, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the source-format link stores a format 
action applied to the spreadsheet file after the importing. 
(See, Khoyi, figure 6-9, and col. 40, line 30 through col. 32, line 34, teaching storing 
originating information on imported files.) 

Regarding dependent claim 16, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the applying further comprises executing 
a set of formatting instructions based on the at least one identifier contained in 
the file format profile. 
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(See, Khoyi, figure 6-9, and col. 40, line 30 through col. 32, line 34, teaching the 
matchmaking function which identifies a common format.) 

Regarding dependent claim 17, Khoyi states: 

The method of claim 8, further comprising updating a spreadsheet user 
profile to correspond with the deletion. 
(See, Khoyi, col. 84, lines 41-42, teaching that an index of deletions may be retained/as 
at the user's option.) 

10. It is noted that citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior 
art references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is 
relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably 
suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. See, MPEP 2123. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments filed March 1, 2006 have been fully considered, but they 
are not persuasive. 

Regarding rejections of claims 1-10 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b): 

Applicants argue that Khoyi fails to disclose "importing the plurality of source text 
files into the spreadsheet file." Further, Applicants argue: ":Contrary to Examiner's 
assertion, Khoyi only speaks to a linking mechanism for linking data between objects 
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(see Title; claim preambles) and not to an importation." Still further, Applicants argue: 
"Clearly, there is no importation of objects, nor of source text files, in that the objects, in 
Khoyi are merely linked and yet remain residing as child objects." See, Amendment, 
filed March 1, 2006, page 7. 

The Examiner disagrees. 

Khoyi expressly teaches the importation of objects and that the linking of the 
objects as child files manifests the data in the parent files. See, Khoyi, col. 19, lines 50- 
51 , stating: "Linking makes data from a child object appear in a parent object." See 
also, Khoyi, col. 35, lines 3-4, stating: "IMPORT: (optional) take an existing file an make 
it into an object." Additionally, Khoyi teaches that a copy of the source data is "placed 
within" the destination objects and becomes, with certain exceptions described below, a 
part of the destination object. See, Khoyi, col. 42, lines 56-60. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 1-17, as amended, under 35 U.S.C. 102(b): 

Applicants argue that Khoyi does not disclose "formatting and eventually 
importing a "plurality" of source text files, as in the present invention." See, 
Amendment, filed March 1 , 2006, page 7. 
The Examiner disagrees. 

Initially, it is noted that the limitation of a "plurality of source text files" did not 
appear as a limitation until the present amendment, and was not considered by the 
Examiner in the First Office Action. 

Khoyi expressly teaches a plurality of files an the formatting of them for 
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importation. See, Khoyi, col. 41 , lines 6-20, teaching that the formatting of multiple files 
may be examined and those which do not match the target format may be "partially or 
completely converted." 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS for the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael K. Botts whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5533. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00-4:00 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571 -272-41 36. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 
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